
Math 3201 

9.4 Credit Options 
 

There are various forms of credit available to customers. These include bank loans, credit 
cards and special promotions that have various conditions. When trying to decide which 
form is best for them, customers should compare credit options with varying interest rates, 
compounding periods, annual fees and special limited time offers such as "no interest" 
periods. Amortization tables, spreadsheets and financial applications should be used to 
determine monthly payments, total cost, total interest, etc., to ultimately determine the 
most financially sound investment. 
 
It is important for customers to consider the advantages and disadvantages of using line of 
credit, instore financing options and credit cards for purchasing. When making decisions 
about credit, customers should consider the following points: 
 

 Which borrowing method generally has the lowest interest rate? 
 Are you planning on paying the balance off in full at the end each month or carrying 

forward a balance? How should this factor into your decision? 
 Are there any promotions that you can take advantage of? 
 Are there any 'hidden' fees? 
 Should you pay more than the minimum required payment? 
 Which borrowing option is best for large purchases? 

 
Example 1:  
Brad and Marie decide to order a home gym online. The order totaled $2668 and the 
shipping cost is $347. They can afford to pay $200 each month. Which credit card should 
they use? 

 Brad’s credit card charges 13.9%, compounded daily, with an annual fee of $75. 
 Marie’s credit card charges 19.8%, compounded daily. 

 
The following amortization tables shows the repayment on both credit cards: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Brad: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Marie: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



(A) After the third payment, which credit card option appears to be better? Do you think 
this will always be the case? 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

(B) At the end of the sixth month, which credit card appears to be better? Discuss your 
findings. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

(C) Overall, which credit card was the better choice and why? 
 
 


